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tant. Nothing is permanent but change. The species that succeeds is not the biggest
the one which adapts best to change...”. We now have an opportunity at MGA to
the organisation and ensure its ability to continue to provide an invaluable service
Lghout the UK. This is typical of the opportunities currently facing our industry —a
s a wealth of opportunity to those that can move with the times — in this case the

is becoming increasingly everyone else’s problem almost to the point of ignoring

the necessity of food production in

he developed western world. Thus, farmers as the grass roots custodians of the

countryside, have to cope with the ingvitable political interference that ensues. Maize growers are now faced with a big
challenge from 2005 — life without Atrazine. Many of you would have heard or read Simon’s résumés of the weed control
options available to growers without Atrazine. They provide more complicated, far less flexible and potentially less robust
weed control strategies that will also He more expensive. MGA are demonstrating one of Philip Garford’s precision inter-
row weeders next week at Harnhill —{see below, which might be of interest to growers considering other weed control
strategies in the future. Why not com¢ along and have a look and chat with like-minded growers! We have also helped
MDC locate farms on which to host some whole-crop meetings, commencing next week — further details are enclosed

Another challenge we face will be the guidelines for the protection and maintenance of soil that will become more
stringently controlled under MTR. A} this stage, it is still unknown whether this will come under the general cross-
compliance conditions or under the Entry Level Scheme. Wherever they eventually are, they will impose on maize
growers site-specific restrictions on the growing of maize (e.g. based on the degree of slope) as well as latest permitted
harvest dates — the latter being a real Qrain teaser in a wet spring when drilling is delayed with inevitably deferred harvest
date. Can you think of any recent wet 3prings where this has occurred?
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