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MGA Council - 10 members, 9 farmers and 1 from industry

MGA Office Team

John Morgan and Jean Howard

Provide Technical and Administration support via mailings, web site and 
over the phone

Agronomy Consultant – Simon Draper
Nutrition Consultant – Prof Mike 

Wilkinson



Maize is a great crop
Maize is a Great Crop



Strengths

• Less Nitrogen Needed - Pattern of nutrient 

uptake ties in with N release from soil and 

organic manures.

• Low agrochemical 

– Herbicide

– Fungicide

• C4 crop – drought tolerant

• Agronomic Strengths – Break crop, spreads 

workload



Challenges

• Old chestnuts

– Soil compaction at harvest leading to soil 

wash/runoff

– Nutrient overload leading to surface runoff

• New pretenders

– Nitrogen leaching

– Phosphate

• Negative PR



Source Environment Agency



Source Environment Agency



Source Environment Agency



Nutrient  Overload



Avoiding the issues

Growing Maize Appropriately

• Suitable site/variety – MGA Maize Charter

• Drilling date

• Use of film

• Minimising/avoiding compaction

• Nutrient planning

• Undersowing or Cover Crops

• Harvest at correct time

• Post harvest cultivation
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Yield v DM% Forage Maize, Favourable Sites 

Dk green - MGA  group 5
Purple - MGA group 6
Mauve - MGA group 7
Orange - MGA group 8
Green - MGA group 9
Dark blue- MGA  group 10
Yellow - MGA  group 11
Red - MGA  group 12
Aqua - MGA group 13







Maize Charter Proposals
Farmers ‘sign up’ to the Charter. In return for this 

commitment  they will receive:

• FREE advice during which

1. Site suitability will be assessed and depending 

on suitability given.

• Independent variety choice advice.

• Alternative crop advice.

2. Commit to some form of over winter. 

management for maize fields.

3. Certificate showing there commitment to 

sustainable crop production.



Drill your maize 

based on:

•Soil conditions

•Soil temperature

•Weather forecast

•Date



Tyres

90 PSI in the tyre and 

on the ground!

90 PSI!
22 

PSI!

VF –

10 psi





Use of film!

Northern Ireland Maize 

List 2015



Avoiding Nutrient Overload 

What does the Maize require? 

180 kg/ha (145 units/acre)

What can the soil supply?

What does slurry/solid manure/digestate 
supply

What is needed from inorganic fertiliser to 
balance crop requirements



Harvest When DM is 30-34% 



Conclusions

• Recognise the positives for maize 

– Inherent

– Agronomic

– Economic

• Grow maize appropriately

• Shout about what you are doing!



Conclusions

“We have nothing to fear apart 

from our own lack of real action 

in the maize field and positive 

action in letting people know 

we take our environmental 

responsibilities seriously”


