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In this issue: Agronomy Technical Note ‘Placed Phosphate’ - Drilling Course 

Summary - Technical Note ‘Urease Inhibitors’ - Agrovista Undersowing Leaflet 

Nitrogen Predictor Form 

We’ve had a few N predictor forms in 

and are happy to do more! They don’t 

take long to fill out and can be found on 

our website, or you’re welcome 

to drop me an email and I’ll at-

tach an editable version. It’s a 

no-cost way of finding out how 

much artificial fertiliser your 

maize crop will need this year! 

Drilling course review 

This month saw our three drilling courses being run at Sparsholt, Kingston 

Maurward and Plumpton Colleges. After a rocky start with pastries appearing 

instead of pasties on the first course (thank you to everyone there for being 

understanding - I’m sure it was nice to have a change of scenery from the 

usual pasties anyway!), courses ran smoothly and we had a super 51 at-

tendees across all three. I hope that those of you that attended picked up 

something that you didn’t know and enjoyed the chance to grill our Vaderstad 

and Amazone representatives. Fortunately, the weather stayed fine for all 

three so the practical sessions went ahead too. This was our ‘trial run’ year, 

and due to its success, we are planning to organise more further up country 

for next year so don’t worry if you’ve missed out this year!  Big thanks go to 

David Bright and Rod Crossley of Bright Maize, Simon Griffiths of Vader-

stad, Nigel Jones of Amazone and the staff members at all three colleges for 

enabling us to run these courses. 

Poland Trip 

In late June we are thinking of running an 

MGA tour to Poland. We are at the 

very early stages of organising this but 

our plan is to have a two-night stay to 

include tours of two or three farms and 

a research institute. If you would like 

to put your name down provisionally 

(subject to the trip happening 

of course!) then feel free to drop me 

an email. I will keep you updated via 

email, the website, or the Times 

over the next couple of months as 

well. 

Email 

As with last month, for those of 

you that would prefer to receive 

your mailings via email, please 

drop me an email to ensure I 

have your correct email address 

and I will add you to the list. You 

can always change your mind 

back again if you find you prefer 

the paper copy! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj0q5nV4aThAhWMy4UKHaH4DRQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fplant%2Bfertilizer&psig=AOvVaw1YfPbuMvKtNs7ht6OtthLz&ust=155385994946325


Soil Temperatures 

As you will have seen in the last mailing and weekly emails, we have had great success with collecting soil temperatures this 

month. Thank you so much to everyone getting involved and I hope it is proving an interesting read for you all. I am hoping to 

continue this activity into April so please keep sending me your soil temperatures and if anyone else would like to get in-

volved, contact me on the details overleaf. The below table has the soil temperatures up to the time of printing (sorry that it is 

so small!). It looks, on the whole, like temperatures are increasing as we head towards drilling and I hope you’ve all had the 

sun and heat that we have had down here this week - my lambs are loving it! 

MGA Times March 2019 

Page 2 

European Maize Meeting 

For those of you that haven't heard of the European Maize Meeting (EMM), it is a gathering of a 

number of maize experts and enthusiasts from across Europe including Denmark, France, Germa-

ny, Ireland, Poland, Belgium, Italy and ourselves. Each year, a different country takes its turn host-

ing the meeting, and this year we have the privilege of doing so. At the meeting, delegates from 

each country present their papers on a specific subject; this year the subject is ’Practical Nutrient 

Management’. It will be held on 3rd and 4th September in the North East of England. Our crude 

plan so far is as follows: 

 

Details are yet to be finalised, however we would 

like to open it up to our members. Therefore, if 

you would be interested, please save the date 

and get in touch with us in the office. As with the 

Poland trip, I will keep you updated as plans de-

velop and there will be plenty of opportunity to 

sign up for the next several months. 

Dates for your diary: 

11th June - MGA AGM, more details to 

follow 

Late June - Poland Trip 

3rd-4th September - European Maize 

Meeting 
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3rd September 4th September 

Arrive Breakfast 

Lunch Farm and research tour 

Meeting Lunch 

Dinner Departure 

Overnight Stay  


