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Variety Selection 

• Not the most 
important thing! 

• 85% of the success of 
the maize crop is down 
to agronomy 

– Seedbed 
preparation 

– Drilling 

– Competition 

– Compaction 

• Stick with what you 
know works on yours 
or local farms (80/20) 



 

  
Need for Independent Information  

• Need for Independent 
Information 

• Organised and funded 
by British Society of 
Plant Breeders (BSPB) 
and Maize Growers 
Association (MGA) 
Undertaken by NIAB 

• Trials on multiple sites 
around country 

 

 



 

  
MGA “Maturity” Group 

• Maturity - Time taken from sowing seed 
to mature crop 

• The higher the MGA group the shorter 
the growing season required the lower 
the yield 

• Earliest – Kaspian (MGA group 12) with 
91% of the average yield 

• Latest – Marco (MGA group 5) with 
106% 

• 5 days between harvest/group 

• Kaspian in theory 35 days earlier to 
harvest than Marco 



 

  
Maturity/Yield Relationship 

 



 

  
Eyespot Rating for the first time 

The higher the eyespot 

ranking the lower the 
chance of disease 



 

  
Maize grown under plastic film 



 

  
UK Maize Under Film List 2015 

• Three site, replicated trial 

• Undertaken for MGA by SAMCO 

• One year only!!!! 

• But first independent UK data 



 

  
Maize for Biogas – 2015 List 

• Favourable and less favourable lists 

• Yield of ME at suitable maturity 



 

  
Biogas Varieties 

• Two harvest date 
trial undertaken 
during 2014 by 
NIAB 

• Two weeks apart 

• Higher DM% – 
5.7% increase 

• Higher yield – 
0.85 kgDM/ha 



 

  

 



 

  
Thank You 

 


